Google's Defunct Russia Arm
Targets Company'’'s French Assets

Liquidator of Google Russia seeks seizure of assets
in France to recoup €110m dividend paid out by
subsidiary in December 2021
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The liquidator of Google's Russia arm, which went bankrupt following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in early 2022, is seeking to seize some of
Google's assets in France, in an aggressive use of international legal
tactics that has become known as “lawfare”.

Google Russia is seeking to recover a €110 million (£96m) dividend paid
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by the Russian arm to Google LLC in December 2021, said William Julié, a
Paris-based lawyer representing the liquidator, in a statement.

A bailiff presented a request for the preventive seizure of assets at
Google's French headquarters on Wednesday.
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Asset recovery

The procedure in France is part of an action carried out in multiple
countries to recover the payment of a dividend of roughly 10 billion
roubles (£95m) withdrawn by Google LLC from the Russian subsidiary on
22 December, 2021, the lawyer stated.

It has pursued a similar case in South Africa, where courts have initially
backed Google Russia's requests.



Julié argued that the dividend payout contributed to the 2023 bankruptcy
of the Russian subsidiary by placing it in a fragile financial state.

“A company cannot reap profits locally for years, then organize the
disappearance of its subsidiary by transferring funds and abandoning
employees, suppliers and customers,” said Julié.

Russian fines

In January, the High Court in London issued a permanent injunction
preventing the enforcement of Russian judgements against Google
seeking the payment of fines for the closure of pro-Russian Google and
YouTube accounts.

Russian authorities in November 2024 had calculated that Google owed
the Russian government a fine worth approximately $20 decillion (20
followed by 33 zeros), which was more than the world's entire GDP.
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